You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: | am
the LORD.— Leviticus 26:2

Our God expects reverence in His sanctuary. Let us remember where
we are today. Even when we are not holding a worship service in this
room, we are to treat it like a sacred place.

Behavior in the House of God — Testimonies for the Church, Vol.
5, Chapter 55.

It is too true that reverence for the house of God has become almost extinct. Sacred
things and places are not discerned; the holy and exalted are not appreciated. Is
there not a cause for the want of fervent piety in our families? Is it not because the
high standard of religion is left to trail in the dust? God gave rules of order, perfect
and exact, to His ancient people. Has His character changed? Is He not the great and
mighty God who rules in the heaven of heavens? Would it not be well for us often to
read the directions given by God Himself to the Hebrews, that we who have the light
of the glorious truth shining upon us may imitate their reverence for the house of
God? We have abundant reason to maintain a fervent, devoted spirit in the worship
of God. We have reason even to be more thoughtful and reverential in our worship
than had the Jews. But an enemy has been at work to destroy our faith in the sa-
credness of Christian worship. 5T 495.2

The place dedicated to God should not be a room where worldly business is trans-
acted. If the children assemble to worship God in a room that is used during the
week for a school or a storeroom, they will be more than human if, mingled with
their devotional thoughts, they do not also have thoughts of their studies or of
things that have happened during the week. The education and training of the youth
should be of a character that would exalt sacred things and encourage pure devotion
for God in His house. Many who profess to be children of the heavenly King have no
true appreciation of the sacredness of eternal things. Nearly all need to be taught
how to conduct themselves in the house of God. Parents should not only teach, but
command, their children to enter the sanctuary with sobriety and reverence. 5T
496.1



